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Can you identify the Logo’s above? Some are straight forward but others require 

some thought or background knowledge. In some way these bodies and 

organisations make a contribution to help keep our roads and road users safer. This 

is just a random selection and there are many others doing excellent work which 

will appear on another occasion.  
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SORRY BUT WOMAN ARE THE MAIN CULPRITS 

 

There has been concern expressed and not for the first time, by the speed in which people drive in 

car parks and in particular when at the supermarket, or major out of town retail parks. Whilst it is 

great to see large parking areas available for those visiting such establishments they do represent a 

high risk to pedestrians once they exit their vehicles. 

 

Modern day vehicles have such powerful acceleration 

capabilities that from a standing position down goes the foot 

on the throttle and before you know it you are exceeding or 

indeed arriving to park doing 20 to 30 mph plus in some 

instances oblivious it would seem to people walking around 

trying to either reach or leave the space where they have 

parked. 

 

It has all the all the ingredience for collisions between vehicles 

and pedestrians  and one can only sit and wonder why we do 

not get many more people knocked down by drivers travelling 

at speed concentrating more on find a space to park or getting 

out having completed their shopping. 

 

I regret to say this but it would appear to be more associated 

but not exclusively to woman who are focussed on arrival at 

the car park oblivious to what is going on around them apart 

from the desire to find a parking slot.  

 

There is no doubt that speed limits in car parks should be down 

at a maximum of 5 mph enforced by oversized draconian road 

humps. Sadly in order to maximise space for vehicles it is rare to find any walkways for pedestrians 

to be segregated from vehicle movement. 

 

However you will say that there is little evidence to highlight problems arising from pedestrians 

being knocked down in car parks but we are now in a more risk based approach spending time 

looking at how we can minimise the effects in a collision and eliminate death or serious injury. It 

would seem therefore that drivers need to exercise more control over their speed in confined areas 

such as car parks in order to observe more about what is around them and remember that once 

they have parked they become one of the vulnerable pedestrians. 

 

 

YOUNG RIDER FOCUS 2019 

 

I am advised that there are still places available for the inaugural Young Rider Focus 2019 

conference. Organised by Road Safety GB and FirstBike, Young Rider Focus 

will be held at Villa Park, home of Aston Villa FC in Birmingham on 6th 

March 2019. The agenda comprises 17 presentations delivered by 20 

speakers representing organisations including the DVSA, NPCC, MCIA and 

Highways England.  
 

Register http://youngriderfocus.org.uk/index.php/delegate-registration/ 
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LONDON'S ULTRA LOW EMISSION ZONE 

 

Small businesses have called for a grace period for non-compliant vehicles under London's Ultra Low 

Emission Zone (ULEZ), which comes into effect in the current 

central London Congestion Charge Zone on 8th April 2019. 

Vehicles entering the zone that do not meet tough emission 

standards will have to pay a daily charge of £12.50 for cars, vans 

and motorcycles and £100 for buses, coaches and lorries. The 

Mayor has highlighted a predicted 45% fall in harmful emissions 

within the zone and urged drivers and business owners who drive 

in the zone to check whether their vehicles comply with the standards via Transport for London’s 

(TfL) online tool. However the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) who support the initiative are 

seeking a ‘soft start to the scheme’ that would see TfL and the Mayor writing letters to businesses  

who enter the zone with a non-compliant vehicle, giving them three months to change vehicles or 

receive backdated charges. There recent survey showed that 63% of small believed their operating 

costs would increase as a result of the introduction of the ULEZ whilst around 41% of respondents 

were unfamiliar with the tighter emissions standards and nearly a third of businesses were unaware 

that the ULEZ comes into force this April. 

 

PUTTING SPEEDING FINE REVENUE BACK INTO THE COMMUNITIES 

 
In a survey a large number of people have backed a call for increased fines for speeding motorists 

and for a proportion of fines to be used for road safety 

measures. Currently those receiving a fixed penalty notice for 

driving over the limit receive three penalty points and a fine 

of £100, with the cash going straight to the Government. 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon and Cornwall Alison 

Hernandez who is also the road safety lead for the Association 

of Police and Crime Commissioners  wants fines to be 

increased and a proportion of that money given to police 

forces and reinvested in road safety measures. However 

whether the fine actually needs to be increased at this time is 

a matter for debate but returning some of the revenue for local use in funding the enforcement and 

education programmes such as it used to be in the late1990/early 2000 is very much favoured.  

 

PRIORITY FOR PEDESTRIANS CYCLISTS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

 

New and upgraded roads should prioritise pedestrians, cyclists 

and public transport over motorised vehicles according to NICE who are concerned that physical 

inactivity is responsible for one in six deaths and is believed to cost the UK £7.4 billion each year, 

including £900 million to the NHS. NICE says planners should develop policies and initiatives to 

ensure that safe, convenient, inclusive access for pedestrians, cyclists and people who use public 

transport is maximised and is prioritised over motorised transports (cars, motorbikes and mopeds, 

for example). The aim is to get people to be more active in their day-to-day lives by encouraging 

safe, convenient, active travel that is accessible for everyone, including older people and people 

with limited mobility. They should also aim to provide tactile paving and even surfaces for those 

with limited mobility, and non-reflective, anti-glare paving surfaces for people with visual 

impairments. 

The proposal is made in a draft quality standard for encouraging physical activity within the general 

population. 
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PERMISSION TO FELL TREES 

 

Councils may well be required to consult residents before cutting down trees in urban areas under 

Government plans. The proposals put forward by environment secretary Michael 

Gove are aimed at protecting street trees and would mean a consultation with 

the community would have to be held before a tree could be chopped down by a 

local authority. 

 

There would also be new responsibilities for councils to report on tree felling 

and replanting in the area and the Forestry Commission would be granted new powers to curb 

illegal felling. 

 

 

REMOVING THE SEVEN BRIDGE TOLLS GOOD FOR SOME BUT….. 

 

Concerns have been expressed and alarm bell have been ringing after it has been revealed that 

Highways England has suffered a hit to its finances of around £45m after responsibility for the 

Severn Crossings was transferred to it without additional 

funding. The toll charges to use the original (M48) Severn 

Bridge and what is now the M4 Prince of Wales Bridge 

westbound were abolished just prior to Christmas 2018. 

 

However it has given Highways England no additional funding 

to maintain the bridge at this time and this is unlikely to 

change until the end of - Roads Period 1 for Highways England 

which ends in 2020. The Crossings costs approximately £15m 

each year to operate and maintain’ and it is likely that when 

resurfacing of the Bridge is required, based on current costs, 

it will be in the region of £12m. 

 

In addition The Government is concerned that taking away the tolls could result in increased traffic 

and congestion in areas surrounding the Crossings both in Bristol and along the M4 in Wales, where 

there are already concerns about congestion levels. However removing the tolls was a very popular 

move according to drivers and businesses who already feel they pay enough in road tax without the 

additional burden. 

 

WATCH YOU SPEED ON THE APPROACH TO TRAFFIC LIGHTS 

 

Speeding up on the approach to traffic lights in order to beat the light changing from Green back to 

read is being tackled by the aid of some new technology in Sussex. The 

‘speed on green’ cameras as they are being labelled aim to tackle the 

problem of drivers speeding up in order to ‘beat the red light’. Portable 

cameras which work in the same way as traditional safety cameras are 

being used at locations controlled by traffic lights and where red light 

cameras are already in use.  
 

An initial trial, carried out by the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP), 

took place on a 30mph road at a location where there is a ‘history of 

collisions and speeding resulted in more than 175 potential offences 

being detected – with speeds as high as 50mph recorded. 
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THE ESCORTING OF ABNORMAL LOADS 

Ian Brooks MAIRSO expresses his own personal view of how the industry 
has developed the process of raising the profile and standards of those 
who escort abnormal loads whilst attempting to persuade the authorities 
to give appropriate authorisation to escorts to stop and direct traffic.  

Ian has been an abnormal load escort for many years, running his own company 
Road Pilots and is a member of the Heavy Transport Association (HTA). 

The movement of Abnormal Loads in the UK is 

a necessary and inevitable consequence for 

any major engineering and infrastructure 

project in the UK such as power stations, 

bridges, renewable energy, recycling plants, 

construction etc and none of it could be 

delivered without the Abnormal Loads 

industry. 

 

Moving Abnormal Loads on UK roads is a 

specialist task and one which brings 

considerable responsibilities and 

considerations for both public safety and 

convenience.  Up until late 2003 Abnormal 

Loads travelling on the public highway were 

escorted by the Police as part of their duty of 

care to the public.  Inevitably this placed a 

burden upon Police resources which 

eventually led to the Police withdrawing from 

the routine escorting of Abnormal Loads 

without making a charge.   

 

Leading up to this position a Code of Practice 

for ‘self-escorting’ was published but it was 

largely felt by industry to be inadequate in 

that there was little or no control over the 

standard of the Escort Driver or the Escort 

Vehicle.  Additionally practices used by the 

Police and Escorts, even under Police 

supervision, could leave the Escort open to 

prosecution, simply for doing their job. There 

was therefore clearly scope for improvement 

and clarification – but how and indeed what 

would be the catalyst? 

 

A re-visiting of the existing Codes of Practice 

by the then Highways Agency in 2012 did 

nothing to improve the position and the issue 

for an escort to be authorised to direct traffic 

as part of the process continued to be the 

main problem. Attempts to leverage what is 

probably the only real positive piece of 

legislation which may have helped (The 

Police Reform Act 2002) also proved to be 

unsuccessful in any way as it did not find 

favour with ACPO as it was then now NPCC. 

 

The global financial crisis of 2011 and ensuing 

austerity measures led to some Police forces 

adopting more controversial and inconsistent 

approach towards the movement of abnormal 

loads.  This also came at a time when activity 

was on the increase particularly as a 

consequence of renewable energy schemes 

(eg wind farms) which put pressure on Police 

resources as well as attracting industry 

criticism of the practices of revenue raising 

by excessive charging for activities performed 

as a public ‘duty of care’.  

  

In 2011, the Heavy Transport Association (HTA) approached AIRSO, who broadly concurred with the 

problems the industry faced and four main priorities were identified:- 

 

• An Accredited Training Programme for Escorts 

• Better Education for the Public 

• The need to clarify with ACPO the position about directing other traffic on the road 

• Possible changes in lighting regulations 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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THE ESCORTING OF ABNORMAL LOADS (continued) 

 

The most important was establishing the standards for the escort; ie training and accreditation.  

After some encouraging meetings with representatives from AIRSO and Skills for Logistics (SfL), 

Government funding was gained to create the pre-requisite National Occupational Standards (NOS).  

The NOS was completed Jan 2013 which paved the way for the creation of the qualifications 

themselves.  In May 2013, the decision was made for City & Guilds (C&G) to provide the 

qualification and the HTA to become the Training Centre.   

Finally in October 2015, City & Guilds signed-off both the qualifications and the first tranche of 

candidates and Assessors for:- 

 

1. *City & Guilds (Level 2) Certificate of Competence in Abnormal Loads – Escort Driver 

2. *City & Guilds (Level 3) Certificate of Competence in Abnormal Loads – Escort Manager 

 

The objective is that the Level 2 would become the minimum standard to escort an Abnormal Load 

and Level 3 for Abnormal Load convoys/multiple escorts; as well as representing a step towards the 

ultimate goal of achieving stop/direct powers under the Police Reform Act 2002. 

 

 

The continued effect of austerity upon Police 

budgets led to some forces effectively re-

introducing Police escorts on a paid basis on 

the basis of ‘public safety’ and considerable 

industry disquiet has been expressed in cases 

where the circumstances, or the scale of such 

a ‘response’ were considered unwarranted. 

 

In this respect, clarification of the law came 

in 2012, in the form of the landmark case of 

Leeds United Football Club -v- The Chief 

Constable of West Yorkshire Police.  The 

appeal court concluded that it was the police 

force's responsibility for the costs of policing 

public areas because it fell within the scope 

of normal police obligations and that charges 

could only be legally raised where there was 

a specific request. Notwithstanding, there are 

also well known risks associated with public 

sector agencies entering into commercial 

arrangements with the private sector.  

The HTA understands that NPCC (replaced 

ACPO) recently tasked Police CPI to include 

the powers of stop/direct for the movement 

of Abnormal Loads into the Community Safety 

Accreditation Scheme (CSAS) portfolio.  The 

catalyst, we understand, was the Hinkley 

Point C project (nr Bridgewater) for which 

would require more resource than the Police 

could otherwise provide.  Unfortunately, we 

have subsequently learned that the Police are 

intending to place considerable constraints 

upon such operations and have apparently 

stated that the powers will be rescinded at 

the end of the project with no possibility of 

any continuation in their force area in the 

future. 

 

I am mindful of the position Police forces find 

themselves in; both financially and in terms 

of their duty of care to the public.  It is also 

clear that many Police forces are struggling 

with both resources of Roads Policing Officers 

and those sufficiently experienced enough to 

perform the task.   

There is now however, an alternative as the 

qualifications gained by the escort should be 

sufficient for the police service at the highest 

level to give powers to the Escort to stop and 

direct traffic as outlined within the intentions 

of the Police Reform Act 2002. 
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DIRECT VISION STANDARD IN LONDON FOR LORRIES 

 

TfL has launched the final part of its controversial public consultation on an initiative to remove 

what it terms as the ‘most dangerous’ heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) from the Capital’s roads. 
 

First announced in 2016, the Direct Vision Standard 
will be the ‘first initiative of its kind in the world’ to 
categorise HGVs depending on the level of a driver’s 
direct vision from the cab and the is due to be 
introduced in 2020 as part of efforts to improve 
vehicle safety and increase visibility of vulnerable road 
users. Under the plans, HGVs will be given a rating 
between ‘zero-star’ (lowest) and ‘five-star’ (highest), 
with only those vehicles rated ‘three-star’ and above – 
or which have comprehensive safety systems – able to 
operate in London from 2024 and operators  will have 
to apply for a permit to enter the capital - a process 
which is set to begin in October 2019. 
 
TfL is now inviting people to have their say on the final 
scheme proposals, with a particular focus on the HGV 
safety permit processes.  
 
The consultation invites people to comment on: 
 

 The process for obtaining a vehicle’s direct vision star rating 

 The safe system requirements 

 The permit application and administration process 

 The enforcement and appeals process 
 

Restrictions in an HGV driver's field of vision or 'blind spots' have been identified as a significant 

contributory factor in collisions and a great deal of design work has been 

done by manufacturers to improve what the driver is able to see from 

his cab. 
 

The European Commission has followed London's lead by including direct 

vision in the revised General Safety Regulation, which is the leading 

piece of EU road safety legislation and is seen as a major step in 

reducing road danger and will help make all HGVs safer across Europe. 

 

Whilst it may seem as if all the energy is being focussed on the HGV other road users have an 

obligation for their own safety to understand the issues surrounding the operation of large vehicles 

and put themselves in a position where they can be seen.  

 

MATURE DRIVER REVIEW 

 

IAM ROADSMART are offering a special price for first 50 people - If you are a mature driver who 

needs a confidence boost or would like a reassurance that your skills are still tip-top for £40.00. 

The Mature Driver Review (MDR) is not a test or exam – there is no pass or fail. It's a friendly one-

hour session, with a qualified assessor. People will use their own car and drive on roads that are 

familiar. The assessor will also work through any issues which arise or are of concern and provide a 

written report in complete confidence. To take advantage of this offer: call 0300 303 1134 quoting 

code MDA 40. This offer can only be accessed by phone and is not available to book on line however 

you can find more about it at https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses/mature-driver-review. 
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October 2019: The first permits will be 

issued. Trucks rated 0* will need to 
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2020: Enforcement begins 

 

2024: The minimum Direct Vision 

Standard star rating increases from one 

to three star or a ‘progressive safe 

system’ 
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UPGRADED STANDARDS FOR ALL VEHICLES 
 

In May 2018, the European Commission announced a ‘significant proposal’ to upgrade mandatory 

vehicle safety standards for all new cars, vans, lorries and buses sold in 

the EU. Now the Parliament’s transport committee has approved a new 

package of mandatory minimum vehicle safety standards with MEPs saying 

the new rules should be ‘fast-tracked’ which brings the overall 

implementation closer. 
 

The proposals will require every new vehicle to satisfy 11 new safety 

rulings - mandating technologies such as AEB, ISA, built in breathalysers, lane-keeping assist and 

drowsiness detection. More advanced safety measures, which will be required for passenger cars 

and light commercial cars, include event data recorders and enlarged head impact protection zones 

capable of mitigating injuries to vulnerable road users. In addition MEPs requested that eCall, an 

automated emergency calling system fitted to all new cars and vans in the EU, should also be fitted 

to lorries and buses in the future. If introduced in full, it is estimated that the measures could save 

25,000 lives across the EU over the next 16 years. 

 

The plans now need to be approved by the European Parliament’s internal market committee. 

 

AIR BAG FOR CYCLISTS 

 

An airbag vest which can detect a collision and inflate in less than one second has been developed 

to help protect cyclists from back and neck injuries has been developed by Helite, a French 

company which specialises in airbag technology. 

 

The vest known as “B”safe will inflate in 100 milliseconds (0.1 

seconds) and will give ‘optimal protection’ to three vital parts of 

the body: the thorax, the back and the neck. It is made of a 

strong nylon fabric which is designed to ensure the vest won’t rip 

after inflation. The company say that the focus in the 

development has been on the main areas that need to be 

protected during a fall. The great news is that following each 

inflation the airbag automatically deflates slowly and can be used 

again. 
 

The vest is used in conjunction with a saddle sensor which 

detects shocks from the road surface  
 

Helite has also developed an airbag for motorcyclists – Airvest – 

which is currently being used by 14 UK police forces and London 

Ambulance motorcycle paramedics. 

 

20 MPH LIMITS 

 

RoSPA are currently preparing a guide to 20mph limits the purpose of which is to explain to the non 

road safety professional the pros and cons of 20mph speed limits and zones; present the research 

that has been conducted on the effectiveness of limits and zones and provide advice on when they 

are most appropriate. The Guide itself should be available within the next couple of months and 

should help those with the responsibility of justifying why a road or area should have its speed limit 

adjusted. 
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PROTECTIVE CLOTHING FOR MOTORCYCLISTS 

 

Motorcyclists represent an increasing proportion of road crash casualties across the world as the 

motorcycle fleet grows (WHO, 2015). Helmets are a proven safety measure, credited with reducing 

rider fatalities by 40% and head injuries by 60%. However, the majority of casualties do not die and 

in countries with high helmet usage, for every rider fatality almost 60 are injured including 15 who 

are hospitalised.  In Australia, with almost universal helmet usage, head injuries comprise just 8% 

of hospitalised riders, only half of whom have life-threatening injuries. The majority of casualties 

have nonfatal injuries, some of which will cause long-term physical impairment but may have been 

prevented or reduced by effective protective clothing. There have been few attempts to establish 

the benefits of protective clothing (other than helmets) for motorcyclists due to a prevailing view 

that it could have little effect on reducing fatal and serious injuries. 
 

As a result, there has been little investment in monitoring 

the effectiveness of motorcycle clothing, specifically 

protective jackets, pants, gloves and boots. Motorcycle 

clothing is an international industry largely dominated by 

Europe but with the major brands available across national 

borders.  

 

Crash studies have provided strong evidence that effective 

motorcycle clothing can prevent or reduce many of the 

injuries most commonly sustained by riders in motorcycle 

crashes and after many years of research has led to the 

development of a rating scheme for motorcycle protective 

clothing and has come to be known as MotoCAP. The 

objectives of the scheme are to reduce the prevalence of 

injuries by increasing the usage and effectiveness of the PPE 

available by enabling riders to make well-informed 

purchasing decisions and encouraging industry to provide 

garments that are suitable for use in hot conditions. Although 

designed for the Australian and New Zealand markets it is anticipated that over time increasing 

numbers of riders from other countries will refer to the MotoCAP website when choosing their gear 

 

Find a copy of the document at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

DRIVING TOO SLOW 
 

175 people were injured and two people killed in the UK during 2017 as a result of road incidents 

caused by slow drivers, a 31% increase from 2016 according to 

the Department of Transport. Whilst minimum speeds are rare on 

UK roads they do exist in some high-risk locations such as tunnels 

and are signed with a round blue sign with a white number. 
 

A DfT spokesperson said, “Careless driving including driving too 

slowly is an offence and anyone caught faces prosecution.” 

Indeed, driving too slowly on any road can result in the motorist being penalised for careless driving 

which normally carries a £100 fine and three points on a licence. If a case goes to court the 

maximum penalty is £5,000, up to nine points on a licence and disqualification from driving. 

 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/


9 

 

 

 

DRIVER 2020 
 

Driver2020 is investigating interventions targeted at learners and novice drivers in a series of 

controlled tests – much like the trial which took place to evaluate the changes to the L test. The 

interventions will act as additional exercises that learners can 

do to supplement what they already get from their driving 

instructors. Driver2020 forms part of the Government’s Road 

Safety Strategy, first mentioned in the 2015 Road Safety 

Statement. The research is being led by TRL and the overall 

project is running between now and early 2021 in order to 

allow the many thousands of people to pass their test and 

accumulate enough post-test experience to complete the 

surveys. 
 

Over the next year or so, TRL need to recruit upwards of 

12,000 learner drivers to take part and therefore need ADIs to 

encourage pupils to take part in the Driver2020 trial. Some of 

the things being tested could be very useful in promoting more ADI involvement in driver education 

and testing across the board so it’s important to gain the support of the driver training community 

in this project. It’s crucial trainers get involved in projects such as this as it will directly shape 

driver training, licensing and testing in the future. The Driver2020 project is looking for learner 

drivers aged under 25 (who have just started learning) to take part. 

Find out more at https://driver2020.co.uk/ 
  

  

NEW CHAIR OF NPCC 
 

Assistant Commissioner Martin Hewitt has been appointed to lead the National Police Chiefs’ 

Council from April 2019. Current Chair Sara Thornton will leave the post in March 2019 after serving 

a four year term.  

Martin began his policing career with Kent Police in 1993 and transferred to the 

Metropolitan Police Service in 2005. He is currently responsible for frontline 

policing which includes local policing and specialist crime commands across 

London. He has led at national level on the police response to adult sexual 

offences and kidnap and has held the post of NPCC Vice Chair since 2015. 

 

EVENT FOR DRIVER TRAINERS 

 

The Driving Instructors Networking Group (DING) based in the Nottingham area have joined forces 

with the Motor Schools Association of GB East Midlands Region and set 

up an Instructor’s Network Seminar with an exhibition across the 

weekend of Saturday and Sunday 8th and 9th June 2019. The event 

will be taking place at The Kegworth Hotel and Conference Hall 

located just off junction 24 of the M1. A number of speakers and 

exhibitors have already been confirmed and the event starts off for 

those wishing to attend on the Saturday night with a dinner and 

entertainment with the actual Seminar and Exhibition on the Sunday. 

 

Contact either Kate Fennelly or Steve Sentence on 07751 156408 or 07762 418233. Alternatively you 

can contact the Graham Feest Consultancy graham@grahamfeest.com 
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CALL TO HALT THE SMART MOTORWAYS 

 

The rollout of smart motorways, where the hard shoulder has been permanently converted into a 

fourth lane, should be stopped, a group of MPs says. The all-party group of MPs backed campaigners 

who say having no hard shoulder puts motorists and 

recovery workers at risk and the rollout should be paused 
until there is a better understanding about how we can 

protect those who have broken down and the recovery 

workers that come to assist them but Highways England said 

ALR smart motorways were safe. 

 

There are three main types of smart motorways in the UK: 

 Controlled 

 Dynamic hard shoulder - where the hard shoulder is used as a lane in busy traffic 

 ALR - where the hard shoulder is permanently a fourth lane 

 

It is the ALR schemes which are the most common and that are causing the greatest concern. 

 

England has more than 100 miles (161km) of All Lane Running (ALR) smart motorways, with 225 

miles more planned. Smart motorways work by using the hard shoulder as a fourth lane, with 

variable speed limits to control the flow of traffic. Figures from Highways England, obtained by the 

RAC via a Freedom of Information request, show that at the end of 2017 there were 100 miles of 

ALR motorway in England.  

 

Last year, on these stretches there were 16 crashes across all lanes which caused injury involving 

stationary vehicles, such as broken-down cars. The figures also show that over the same period, 

there were 29 similar crashes involving vehicles parked up on the hard shoulder for the whole of 

the rest of the network in England - which includes about 1,800 miles of road. (It would be 

interesting to compare the crash rate on our 60 and 70mph dual carriageways where there is no 

hard shoulder.) 

 

The Campaign for Safer Roadside Rescue and Recovery (CSRRR) wants the rollout of this ALR 

scheme to be stopped - and for recovery workers to be able to use red flashing lights rather than 

orange. The campaign is being led by Samantha Cockerill - whose partner Steve Godbold, a vehicle 

recovery worker, was killed in September 2017 when an HGV strayed on to the hard shoulder of the 

M25. She calls the new ALR smart motorways "crazy" and says they increase the risk to recovery 

workers. 
 

DRUG DRIVING IN SCOTLAND 

 

Drug-driving limits were introduced in England and Wales in March 2015 and now the Scottish 

Government are set to introduce drug-driving limits and roadside testing and are looking to get 

everything ready for a launch date of 21st October 2019 this will bring about in Scotland a ‘zero 

tolerance’ approach to the eight drugs most associated with illegal use with limits set at a level 

where any claims of accidental exposure can be ruled out. Meanwhile, a list of other drugs 

associated with medical use will have limits based on impairment and road safety risk. 

 

The new regulations, which are subject to MSPs’ approval, will make it easier to hold drug drivers 

to account as there will no longer be a requirement to prove that someone was driving in an 

impaired manner. 
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USE OF HANDS FREE PHONES WHILST DRIVING 
 

The RAC’s Be Phone Smart campaign reported that drivers using phones caused 2263 crashes 

between 2013 and 2017. It also reported that 25% of respondents admitted using a hand-held phone 

while driving, and 40% admitted to checking texts or social media. However, most such campaigns 

focus on hand-held mobile phone use rather than hands-free. 
 

Research carried out by Dr Graham J. Hole (University of Sussex) with Dr Gemma F. Briggs and Dr 

Jim A. J. Turner (Open University) reveals overwhelming evidence that – contrary to popular 

assumption – driving while having a phone conversation using hands-free technology is no safer than 

using a hand-held phone. Over 80% of studies into phone use have now shown significant 

performance degradation, with hands-free phone use causing the same dangerously high levels of 

distraction as hand-held phone use (Atchley et al, 2017). 

 

The road safety fraternity has promoted the message that being engaged on the phone whilst 

driving is totally unacceptable whether it is hand held (which is against the law) or hands free. 

Drawing from their own research, as well as numerous studies by other academics and public 

bodies, this research collates and gives further evidence around some common misconceptions 

about the safety of hands-free phone use, and examines some potential solutions for tackling the 

problem. 
 

Find a copy of the paper at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

CAR OWNERS FAILING TO DEAL WITH RECALLS 

The MoT rules could be toughened up to address outstanding safety recalls as the DVSA plan to work 
with Department for Transport to determine how the MoT system can be adjusted to cover 
outstanding safety recalls. 

Despite notifications being sent to car owners 
on recalls to deal with any safety issues which 
come to light many owners fail to call at their 
local dealership to have the necessary work 
carried out which generally is free of charge. 

It is estimated that 2.39 million UK cars that 
are subject to an outstanding safety recall. 

Carmakers regularly issue safety recalls for 
their vehicles, addressing everything from 
faulty seatbelts and airbags, to fire risks and 

engine cut-out problems. While it is illegal for 
dealers to sell cars with outstanding recall 
work - there is no legal mandate for owners 
to get dangerous faults fixed. The DVSA 
launched an online recall checker tool in 
February 2018 details of which can be found 
at https://www.grahamfeest.com/my-
links/very-useful-website-links/  but despite 
this an estimated one in 13 cars in the UK is 
subject to an outstanding recall.  

To address this issue the Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency, which manages both the 
MoT test and the recall process is 
investigating whether the two systems can be 
aligned but recognise that such an alignment 
is no simple matter for both practical reasons 
and issues of fairness. If for instance a 
motorist receives a recall notice the day 
before their car is due its MoT would it be 
reasonable that the car should fail. The 
DVSA has to ensure therefore that motorists 
have fair warning of any newly added recalls.  
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GET TO KNOW YOUR JARGON 

 

Acronyms and jargon in everyday use.  
 

• NEDC - New European Driving Cycle  
Has been the laboratory driving cycle used to measure official fuel consumption and emissions for 
more than 40 years 

 
• WLTP - Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure  

Replaced NEDC in 2018 and should result in much more realistic official fuel consumption figures 

 

• CAZ - Clean Air Zones  
Cities across the UK are required to implement clean air zones to improve air quality. 
 

• IDP - International Driving Permit  
An official translation of your driving licence that you have to carry [together with your own licence] 
when driving in many countries abroad.  (IDPs may be required for driving in the EU in future 
depending on the outcome of Brexit.) 

 

RISK BASED APPROACH TO POTHOLE REPAIRS 

A UK wide survey has highlighted the different response times taken by highway authorities when it 

comes to filling in the most severe potholes, with around three quarters now using a risk-based 

approach.  

The RAC Foundation who carried out the survey pointed out that under a risk-based approach the 

type of road a pothole is on, the volume of traffic that road 

carries and the mix of road users will be taken into account, 

as well as its width and depth. Based on data from 190 of the 

207 local highway authorities in Britain, 75% (142) had 

already moved to a risk-based with a further 15 (8%) saying 

they were about to move to the new approach or were 

reviewing their existing practices. The findings reinforce the 

fact that there is no agreed national standard for the size of 

a pothole. Nevertheless almost all authorities set minimum 

investigation levels – based on depth and width measurements – below which they will not assess 

potholes or assign response times based on the dangers they pose. Again, these investigation levels 

vary considerably. While 37 local highway authorities said they would investigate further when a 

pothole was between 20-30mm deep, 26 said the depth had to be at least 50mm or more. 

However response times do vary with Cumbria, Flintshire and South Lanarkshire aiming to deal with 

the issues in what they term ‘immediately’ where they are of the greatest risk to the safety of 

drivers and riders. Coventry City Council has a stated policy to aim to intervene within five days. 

One of the London Boroughs have a target repair time of 30 minutes while a further 21 councils aim 

to patch things up within 60 to 90 minutes. The most common response time to deal with the most 

urgent problems is two hours and 79 councils look to make the repair within this time. However 

response times can be influenced by how many miles of road a council has to manage and the 

geographical size of its area. Notwithstanding all this it is important that Councils are made aware 

of the problems before they can put the wheels in motion. Potholes which remain untreated for a 

number of days to the annoyance of road users often arise as they have not been reported to the 

highway authority. Equally at the end of the day the total number of potholes being filled might be 

limited by a shortage of funding but this risk based approach at least means those that are most 

dangerous are fixed first. 
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DFT TRAILER SAFETY RESEARCH 
 

The Department of Transport has asked AECOM to conduct research regarding the potential 

introduction of mandatory testing and registration of trailers and caravans which can carry a load 

of 750 kg or more. The project at this stage is to identify the extent of road incidents involving 

trailers and caravans that have resulted in injury or death and to provide an overview of potential 

benefits and challenges of mandatory testing and/or registration of trailers over 750kg. 

 

So far the research has identified that 983 of the 129,982 personal injury collisions which occurred 

on Great Britain’s roads in 2017 involved a trailer or a caravan. In addition 11.7% of GB trailers in a 

sample of 1,360 were issued a prohibition or serious offence. 

 

Currently there is an annual test (MOT) for lorries, buses and trailers which can carry 3,500kg or 

more. For this test, trailers must be tested one year after they were first sold or supplied. It has 

been estimated that 1.4 million trailers are currently untested in Great Britain. 

 

There are no formal proposals on the table at this stage for the testing or registration schemes but 

should this move forward then it is likely to follow current procedures which exist for trailers over 

3,500kg whereby the annual test (MOT) for lorries, buses and trailers is extended to trailers and 

caravans that have a gross weight between 750kg and 3,500kg. There is still a good deal of work to 

be done before any formal proposals are made but it does seem highly likely that this will be the 

final outcome. 
 

ROAD DEATHS IN OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 

 

Sweden which is regarded as 

one of the safer countries in 

the world has had more road 

traffic deaths in 2018 than 

any year since 2009. In November alone, 37 

people died and a further 1,437 were injured 

in traffic crashes, making it the deadliest 

November on the roads since 2003. 

Altogether in the first 11 months of 2018, a 

total of 287 died on the road. That's a 

significant increase from the whole of the 

previous year, when it was 224 and we still 

have December to come. Experts say part of 

the reason for the recent rise is that once you 

reach a certain point, it becomes harder and 

more costly to make further significant 

changes – and there is an element of chance. 

A third of road deaths are estimated to occur 

because of a driver falling ill which cannot 

always be predicted or prevented.  Changes 

in motorist behaviour and fewer police checks 

on the road are considered contributory 

factors. 

Meanwhile in Poland Thirty-

six people were killed and 

541 injured in 443 accidents 

on Polish roads during the 

Christmas break considered to spread over 

the period 21st to 26th December. Officers 

paid special attention to the speed at which 

vehicles travelled during the holiday period. 

They were also checking to make sure drivers 

were sober. Police say they stopped 1,275 

drink-drivers during their Safe Christmas 

Weekend road safety campaign. Although it 

was better than 2017 when 55 people died 

and 682 were injured in 558 accidents on 

Polish roads 

 

Whilst in Portugal between 

21st and 26th December there 

were 1,360 collisions which 

resulted in 15 deaths and 29 serious injuries. 

This year Portugal’s roads saw more than 

double the number of fatalities compared 

with a similar period in 2017. 
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THE STATUS OF TRAFFIC SAFETY AND MOBILITY EDUCATION IN EUROPE 

Delivery of road safety education across Europe 

 

There are vast differences in the amount of road safety education given to children across Europe, 

particularly at secondary school level, according to a new report and such finding would be very 

much supported if we just looked at schools in the UK.  

The research shows that while road safety education is 

provided to children in primary education all over 

Europe, it is not given to youngsters in secondary 

education in a fifth of the 36 European states and 

regions studied. Moreover, the research reveals that 

traffic safety and mobility education is only sparsely 

addressed in secondary education in most of the states 

and regions where it is given.  

The reduced amount and lack of traffic education in 

schools in the UK is undoubtedly as a result of reducing 

numbers of road safety professionals being available to 

giving guidance, help and encouragement to teachers 

about the important things which children and young 

people particularly in senior school need to know and 

understand.    

Most states and regions in the EU do not have a legal 

minimum requirement for the amount of road safety 

education that should be given at secondary school.  

Only half of states and regions that do offer it set educational goals for what should be taught.  A 

lot of freedom is given to individual schools and teachers on what and how much is taught. 

Traffic mortality steeply increases after 13 years of age, as children start to travel independently.  

For youngsters between the age of 15 and 19, road collisions are the main external cause of death.  

However, it is not known how effective current road safety education practices are at reducing 

deaths and injuries due to a lack of wide-ranging studies on the issue. 

The report has been written in collaboration with more than 30 road safety education experts from 

across Europe.    

LEARN!The LEARN! (Leveraging Education to Advance Road safety Now!) Project aims to promote 

traffic safety and mobility education across Europe by enhancing the international community of  

road safety education experts and by establishing best practice guidelines for the design, testing, 

implementation and evaluation of road safety education activities and programmes. 

Find a copy of the document at https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

The UK Road Safety Network Newsletter is published by the Graham Feest Consultancy. It is 

titled Traffic Safety Roads and is distributed free to a wide range of road safety practitioners. 
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SAFER ROADS SAFER VEHICLES SAFER ROAD USERS SAFER SPEEDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last few remaining days to book for Bristol taking place on 11th February 2019 at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/conference-in-2019-at-bristol/      

 

Book now for Stirling taking place on 29th April 2019 at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/conference-in-2019-at-stirling/    

Early Bird Discount about to expire 

 

Book now for Manchester taking place on 3rd June 2019 at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/manchester-2019/ 

 

Bookings for Hinckley taking place on 15th July 2019 will open during the month of February at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/gfc-events/upcoming-events/hinckley-2019/ 

 

All have a post early bird discount rate for registered individuals of the UK Road Safety Network 

 Monday 

11th February 2019 

Bristol 

 

Monday 

29th April 2019 

Stirling 

 Monday 

23rd September 2019 

Hull 

 

Monday 

3rd June 2019 

Manchester 

 

Monday 

11th November 2019 

Newmarket 

 

Monday  

15th July 2019 

Hinckley 
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